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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BELFAS 00174 171636Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-15 /069W 

180325Z 042408/12 

R 171 53 1Z MAY 77 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1683 
INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USNAVCOMMSTA LONDONDERRY 

UNCLAS BELFAST 174 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UK, El 

SUBJECT: LOCAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

1 . NORTHERN IRELAND' S ONE MILLION, THIRTY THOUSAND VOTERS 
WILL HAVE OPPORTUNITY MAY 18 TO EXPRESS POLITICAL PREFERENCES 
FOR FIRST TIME SINCE CONVENTION ELECTIONS. OCCASION IS 
PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION BALLOTING FOR 526 COUNCIL 
SEATS IN 26 DISTRICT COUNCILS. THERE ARE ALMOST 1000 
CANDIDATES FOR THESE UNPAID POSITIONS: 

PARTY CANDIDATES 


OFFICIAL UNIONISTS 264 (PLUS 20 

"SYMPATHETIC" 
INDEPENDENTS.) 

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR 
PARTY (SDLP) 155 

ALLIANCE 148 

DEMOCRATIC UNIONISTS 109 

UNITED ULSTER UNIONIST PARTY (BAIRD) 33 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BELFAS 00174 171636Z 

REPUBLICAN CLUBS 35 

UNIONIST PARTY NORTHERN IRELAND 24 

VANGUARD UNIONISTS 22 

NORTHERN IRELAND LABOUR PARTY 12 

DOMINION PARTY 5 

INDEPENDENTS, NATIONALISTS, HOUSING 
ASSOCIATIONS ETC. 130 (APX) 
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2. SOME PUNDITS DETECT VOTER APATHY AND PREDICT A LIGHT POLL. 
IT TRUE LOCAL COUNCILS' AUTHORITY LIMISTED TO "PARKS, 
EMPTYING THE BINS AND BURYING THE DEAD,' 1 BUT MOST PARTIES 
ARE TREATING ELECTION SERIOUSLY AS OPPORTUNITY TO BROADEN 
SUPPORT AND, IN CASE OF SOME UNIONISTS, STRENGTHEN BASE FOR 
POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION IN NEW "TOP TIER" OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
IF "MOLYNEAUX PLAN" IS IMPLEMENTED BY HMG. NOT ALL PARTIES 
WANT BROADENED POWERS FOR LOCAL COUNCILS. SDLP IS 
PARTICULARLY WARY OF POSSIBLE RETURN SUCH ATTRIBUTIONS AS 
HOUSING BY AREA BOARDS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

3. RESULTS ELECTION SHOULD BE INTERESTING FROM 

POINT OF VIEW ATTITUDES TOWARD PAISLEY S DUP AND BAIRD'S 
UUUP IN WAKE LOYALIST STRIKE. RESULTS SHOULD ALSO BE 
INTERESTING GAUGE OF SDLP FORTUNES DURING DOLDRUMS. 
REPUBLICAN CLUBS, WHO HAVE TENDED CONCENTRATE ON LOCAL 
ISSUES, COULD ERODE SDLP REPRESENTATION. 

SPICER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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